
  

 
 

Church Family,  

Last week we looked at 1 Thessalonians 4:13, a verse that speaks about grieving 

with hope in our heart. What we saw is that we experience the feelings of grief, 

just like the rest of the world, but we also grieve with the expectation that one 

day, we will be made whole again. One day the Lord will bring healing to all the 

damage that sin and death have caused. Death is unnatural because although it 

is part of our human experience, it was not part of God's original design in the 

Garden of Eden. Death and suffering came as a result of sin. Grief, suffering, 

and death all stand in opposition to God's design, and one day, they will be 

thoroughly defeated. One day all things will be made right, and we will be made 

whole. As Paul says, "Death is the last enemy to be destroyed," (1 Corinthians 

15:26). Many passages speak to this Redemptive work of God, but I thought I 

would share one in particular from Revelation 6 because it fully captures all of 

the themes that I just mentioned.  Revelation 6:7-11, "When he opened the 

fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” And I 

looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider’s name was Death, and Hades 

followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill 

with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had 

been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried 

out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you 

will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they 

were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of 

their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be 

killed as they themselves had been..."  

In this vision, the sting of death can be fully seen in the sword, famine, and 

disease. Those who had died are seen crying out to the Lord saying, "How long 

before you will avenge our blood?"  Then, Revelation 6 brings in the 

vindication of the Lord, saying, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him 

who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day 

of their wrath has come, and who can stand?" (Revelation 6:16-17). One day 

God will make all things right, He will vindicate His people, and the sting that 

we feel from death will be "swallowed up in victory" (1 Corinthians 15:55). 

What a blessing it is to carry this hope of being made whole as we journey 

Heavenward to the Lord! May the Lord bless you and keep you always! - 

Ismael Berlanga 

 

 
Today is regular service and 2nd Sunday singing.  
 
Please remember Isaac Stewart in your prayers as he recovers from 
an appendectomy. 
 
Herb Maglietta had a heart cath. procedure on Friday.  Please keep 
the Maglietta family in your prayers. 
 
We have been asked to host the spaghetti meal for the Varsity 
Football team again this year on September 13th @ 3:45pm.  
If anyone is interested in helping please contact Ismael Berlanga. 

 
Cherokee Home for Children (Man Up!)Take a Stand and Take the 
Lead Being a Christian man in Today’s World will be held on 
Saturday, September 21st 2019 from 10am to 4pm Speaker Brad 
McCoy, Bbq sandwich lunch provided. 
 Please RSVP before September 12th 325-622-4201  
  
Time Travelers has resumed every Wednesday  @6pm 
 
Family Fun Day @ Mill Pond Park- Oct 19th from 2 pm - 4 pm. 
This event is being sponsored by the San Saba Ministerial Alliance 
we will also be handing out hot dogs and chips. Please contact 
Ismael Berlanga for more information about this event.  
 
Ladies Bible Class will be at the home of Sylvia Stewart on 
September 9th at 5:30 pm. 

 
 

For The Record 
August 18, 2019 
Bible Class….28 

A.M. Worship....72 

P.M. Worship…. 

Contribution…. $3237 

 


