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 Our “fixed day”, Sunday – the first day of the week has for 

centuries been a sacred day to followers of Christ. 

 

 Worship has always been the most important part of Sunday to 

followers of Christ. 

 

 Worship has always been worth the cost.                                              

Once again, facing obstacles, not from persecution, but from a 

pandemic, Sunday worship may be a dangerous activity.  

Remaining loyal to our Lord will require effort.  Wearing a mask, 

distancing, attending “virtual worship” online, or observing 

communion at home, may require extra thought and effort.     

 

  Whatever our decision, or approach, if we are going to faithfully 

worship Christ, in our current situation, we will have to 

consciously work at it – maybe for the first time in our lives.                             

From an article by Prof. Dan Williams, Harding University.  

Christian Chronicle – October 2020. 

Niko got to come home Tuesday after 50 days in the hospital.  He came 
home with an iv pack that he will have until a transplant. The pressure in 
his lungs are back to an acceptable level.  Prayers have been answered and 
his heart has shown a slight improvement with the new 3rd lead that was 
placed on the pacemaker. Please continue prayers 
 
Marvin Weatherby had x-rays done and a shot in his knee. An MRI has 
been ordered. The doctor feels like it could be a pinched nerve. Please pray 
for Marvin and Cynthia 
 
Sandra Armstrong is showing improvement and has been taken off the 
heart machine. They are weaning her off the ventilator. Please continue 
prayers. 
 
Bob Johnson will be going to MD Anderson on Thursday and Friday for 
further testing and possibly new treatment. Please keep the Johnson family 
in prayer. 
 

 

Worship in the Time of Persecution & COVID-19 
Or What Can We Learn from Old Letters?

 

   In 112 A>D> the governor of Bithynia (Roman province) faced a 
dilemma.  A new religion had appeared in his province and was 
spreading like a contagious disease.  He did not know how to 
respond.  The followers of this new religion were called Christians.                                      
The governor had received a letter from some citizens of Bithynia 
(unsigned, of course) complaining about these fanatics.  The letter 
included a long list of names an accused them of following the 
teachings of a Jewish rabbi, named Christ, who had been executed 
by the Romans more than 70 years earlier.                                                            
In a report to Emperor Trajan, the governor reported that, as the 
new religion spread, Roman temples were being deserted, and that 
merchants who sold meat for sacrifices, in the temples, were losing 
revenue and complaining loudly.  (Money talks-or the lack of it.) The 
governor’s response to this activity was to round up these people 
whose names were on the list and demand to know the answer 
(answers) to this question: “Are you now or have you ever been a 
Christian?”  Some denied ever having followed Christ, paid homage 
and expressed reverence to the Roman gods, and then cursed 
Christ.  Others said they had once been followers of Christ, but not 
currently.  They went through the same routine and cursed Christ.  
These two groups were released.  A third group admitted that they 
were faithful, practicing Christians, and despite the threat of 
execution, refused to repeat the Roman rituals and curse Christ.  
These Christians were given three opportunities to deny Christ.  
Loyalty to Christ resulted in execution.                                                                                                           
From his interrogations and the use of torture, the governor was 
able to obtain this information: “…they (Christians) were 
accustomed to meeting on a fixed day (the first day of the week) 
before dawn, singing a hymn to Christ, and to binding themselves 
(as an oath) not to commit fraud, theft, adultery, or falsify their 
truth …”Certain conclusions may be (must be?) drawn from that 
ancient letter.  (See p. 2) 

 


