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choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which 

your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites 

in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the 

LORD” (Josh 24:15). Joshua made a commitment that he and his family would 

serve God faithfully. Joshua lived a life reflective of his faith. He believed that 

Yahweh saves—and He did.

 Unfortunately, Joshua had his own flaws. He was faithful, but not 

perfect. When the Gibeonites came to the Children of Israel deceitfully, Joshua 

neglected to consult God. Rather, he relied on his own wisdom; he “made 

peace with them and made a covenant with them, to let them live; and the 

leaders of the congregation swore an oath to them” (Josh 9:15). This mistake 

led to a great battle in the next chapter, when the Canaanite kings banded 

together to attack Gibeon. The Israelites were obligated to help them because 

of their oath (Josh 10:6–7). Despite the sin involved in the original alliance, the 

Lord led Joshua and the Israelites to victory because Joshua trusted that 

Yahweh saves—and He did. 

Not only was Jesus faithful, He was perfect! In Hebrews 11, a litany of 

faithful men is given as examples of faith, concluding: “Therefore, since we 

have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us…let us run with endurance 

the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter 

of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross” (Heb 12:1–2). Jesus 

is not just another example; He is the pinnacle of faith—the perfecter of faith.  

  

 
    

  

Throughout the Bible, many names express meaning: Pharaoh’s daughter 

named the boy she found “Moses,” saying, “Because I drew him out of the 

water” (Exod 2:10). Hosea was told to name his wife’s son “Lo-Ammi” (lit., 

“Not-My-People”), marking the boy’s illegitimacy (Hos 1:8–9). Even the very 

first man was named “Adam” as a reminder of the ground (Heb. “adamah”) 

from which he was made (Gen 2:7).
1
 One of the most significant names in the 

Scriptures is the Hebrew name “Yehoshua”, meaning “Yahweh Saves”.
1
 This 

name might seem unfamiliar, but it is usually rendered in two ways when 

referring to two different men: “Joshua” and “Jesus”. Joshua and Jesus didn’t 

just share a name; they shared many characteristics. They were both leaders of 

God’s people. They were both conquerors. Despite their similarities, Jesus was 

superior to Joshua. He was perfect. The greatest comparison, however, is 

perhaps their faith. They both trusted that “Yahweh saves”.  

         Joshua was a faithful man of God. Moses chose Joshua as his servant, 

even from a young age (Exod 24:13; Num 11:28). When the majority of the 

spies were afraid and brought back a bad report, Joshua and Caleb alone had 

faith in God (Num 14:6–9). The Lord selected Joshua as Moses’s successor 

(Num 27:18–21). Years later, God described Joshua as having “followed the 

Lord fully” (Num 32:12). At the end of his life, Joshua gave a great speech 

exhorting and encouraging the Israelites to turn away from idolatry and serve 

God with all their hearts. He told them, “If it is disagreeable in your sight to 

serve the LORD,  

   


